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Abstract

This article studies characteristics of recent immigrants from China (PRC) in the
United States, especially their socioeconomic status and networking with their
native land. The unprecedented, large-scale, and highly diversified immigration from
China to the U.S. since the late 1970s has not only turned the Chinese into the
second largest immigrant group in American society, but has also created new
opportunities for interpretation of the Chinese diasporic experience. By examining
the socioeconomic diversity among PRC immigrants in their American life and the
extensive networks they have established across the Pacific, the article shows how
class, ethnicity, and transnationality work at cross purposes in the Chinese
American experience and sheds light on the new dynamics in overseas Chinese
communities in this rapidly changing era.
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