ABSTRACT

This is a study of the Chinese migrants in Papua New Guinea, especially those
who have arrived since 1975. While the earlier Chinese migrants were from
Guangdong, the recent Chinese new comers have hailed not only from Malaysia,
Singapore and Indonesia, but also Hong Kong, Taiwan and various parts of
mainland China. The article analyses the strategic practices of these recent
migrants in deciding whether to settle down or to re-migrate, especially to
Australia. It discusses why some decide to settle, including acquiring PNG
nationality to help them avoid the restrictions on foreigners doing business, while
others decide to re-migrate. In both cases, the choice is based on strategic
decisions and influenced by domestic conditions and transnational
considerations.



